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se ake la sesion a las 4830 ps. me, bajo le presidencia 
del Presidente, Hone Clare M. Recto. 

UL PRESIMENTS, Lease in lieta de los delegados. 

ik, BUSLON, S¥e Presidente, pido que ge dispense la lectura 
de la lista. 

TL FRISIDSNTE, Hey alguna objecion? (silencio). La Mesa no 
oye ninguna. $¢@ dispensa la leetura de la lista. Hay quorkm 
Lease el Actas 

APROBACION “HL ACTA 

SRe BUBLON. SY. Presidente, pido igualmente que se dispense 
la lectura del acta y que la misma se de por aprobada. 

HL PRESIDENTS, Ngy alguna objecion? (silencio.) La Mesa no 
oye ringuma. Aproebada,. 

SR. NARWARRO,. Sr. Presidente, quisiera hacer use del privie 
legio do la media horas 

NL PRESIDENTE, Tiene la palabra el Caballero por Mindoro. 

MANIPESTACIONES DEL SR, 
WAVARRO 

Sk. NAVARRO. SX. Presidente y Caballeros de la con 

vencion: Quisas mo nos queden mas que algunaos dias de se- 
sion y antes de separarnes, quisiera aprovechar esta oper 
tunidad para hablgwes de algunos tofces de palpitante a@- 
tualidad. 

Comenzare por decir que la Convencion no ha queride 
afrontar cen valor los asuntes mas vitales que estan al 
Q@lcance de nuestras manos y dentro de nuestras facultades. 


Los preceptos adeptados para la nacionalizacion y conser 





Vacion de terrenos y recursos naturales no reflejan el sen- 






tir del pueble ni respenden plenamente a4 ia necesidad de 





ae@gurar el control de diehos terreneos y recursos para el 






benefiele exclusive d¢ los Filipinos. Voy a permitirme 






llemar la 
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liamar la atencio de la convenei9b al hecho lamentable que 
ocurre en nuestro pais. Practicamente estamos los fili- 
pinos desposicidos de los elementos esenciales que necesita 
ms conservar en nuestras manos para la estabilidad de la 
yida libre o independiente que pronto hemos de afrontar. 
Hl comereio al por mayor y menor no estaen nuestras manos, 
las principales industrias y la agricultura misma en gran 
escala estan controledas por manos y capital extraiios. 
Ga medio de estas tristes condiciones, ereo que la unica 
esperanza de nuestro pueblo son sus terrenos y las inmen- 
Sas riquezas que encierran con los cuales podra acometer 
la magna y patriotiea laor de levantar se de la postracion 
economica @n ue se halla, pero sin los cuales presencia- 
reomos con toda seguridad el triste espectaculo de un pae- 
blo que no @s mas que un verdadero extrajio en el propio 
solar. 

Hl acaparamiento de grandes extensiones de terrno 
por individuos y corporzeiones es @& gran significacion 
polities y social, porquesuvele ser la esusa y origen de 
graves conflictos sociales. Si 1 acaparamiento se hace 
por individuos y corporaciones extranjeros, no hay duda de 
que el hecho consttuye uma amenzaza real a la vida economi- 
Ga de nuestro pueblo. Sin ir muy lejos, ahi tenanos el 
episodio sensacional denunciado recientemente desde las 
Golumnas de la prensa. Me refiero a los sensacionales 
@scandolos promovides por la venta, traspaso y arriendo de 
los terrenos lamados “hacienda de los fariles hace algu- 
nos afios y que fueron objeto de una investigacion el @1 con- 
greso Americano por efecto de las denuncias de la prensa 
filipina y la campafia emprendida en Washington por los 
democrates. Pues he aqui, que, a pesar de dichos escanda- 
los y de dicha investigacion, se reproduce actualmente la 
pretencion del ar obispo de la ciudaf de Menila de quedarse 
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5 
gin una buenaprecion de los terrenos conocidos por “hag 


cienda de San Jose" Mm la provicia de Mindoro, no obstante 
no haber pagado totalmente los primitivos eomradors 

desde hace de 2'afios e2 precio de vonta en aquella sos- 
gechosa transaceion. La propesicion de su ilustrisima 

ee Sunements désventajoua para ¢] gobierno, puex sole puede 
benefielar al arzobispe o a los interses que representa, 
porque 61 retendria la major parte de la hacienda junta- 
menté con las mejoras que contenia ecuande el gobierno es- 
guizio do les fvelles dicha propiedad. EL Arzobhispe in- 
siate en sus proposicion y pide la reconsideagion de la 
degision del Departamenté do Agrisultura. 

Mé hecho mencion de estan @senndalosa transaccion, en 
que esta interegada uma de las grandés entidades arraiga- 
ds @n el pais y euya influencia 36 haces sentir en todos 
és oxco ismos de nucatro gobierno y de nuestro pueblo, para 
deostrar 61 peligre a que esta aboesd nuestro pueblo por 
la consecion ds grndées extenziones dé terrens a corpora- 
Giones re@ligiosas y extrsgoras, y para denuneiar al mismo 
tieupo la censurable conducta de los legisiadores que se 
dejarom arrustrar por les agentes de grande-interesea que 
intentaren explotar nuestro pueblo a la sombra del regimen. 
im relacion con este asunto no puedo menos de tooal lijera 
y brevemente otro asunto que debe saber envertro pais. 

Wo eomprendo le pasiv.a indiferente actitud de nues- 
tros lidera ante los plunes de proteecion economica que se 
quieren adoptar por auestro puoblo. Los precentos consti- 
tucionales tendsntes a presexvar para los hijos del pais 
nuestros recures naturales y economicos son rechazados y 
combatides, su pretexto dé que no contamos oon escuadra ¥ 
@jreito qe nos protejan. Bs rezonable y logics para un 
pueble que quiere salvar su vida economia y politica, 


cruzarse de brazus ante cl trists especteoulo de que su 


comer 
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gomercio y sv industria estan eo manos extrafias y de que sus 
terrencs vayan pasando taman 4 manos extrifias ? La pene- 
tracion econow@ia @s el wyor de los peligros que hoy ame- 
nozen a nostro pais? la invasion sramada solo vendr> cuando, 
por nuestra desidia y negligencia ya este consumeada la 
peuiracion ccomomica so pretexto de protejer los interes 
oreadoGe 

La adopeion de medidas que despierten y aviven el in- 
teres de ios filipinos por e1 eomereio y el desenvolvi- 
miento de 6s recursos naturnies del pais, no es mas que el 
ejervicio de um derecho natural y legitimo, y «as abusrdo 
y mtipatvitocio erer que, pore @] wero hecho de ejereor 
dicho dere@ho, hemos de provacr la ira de otros pueblos y 
naciones y vor este motivo envien aqui sus escuddras y de 
mas fueraas armadase 

Rs uja desgracia cue nuestro pueblo no haya contado 
siempre, g¢omo em @) pasado, con lidera dispvestos a sacri- 

ficar su Gomodidad, su bienestar, a inclusiva su vida por 

él bienestar y felicidad de sus compatriotas. th pucbio 
ue per cuatrocientos as6é, en medio de grandes miserias, 
y sufrimiqtos, no sole he podido sebrevirir y sonuvservar su 
Vitalidad, sino que supo, ademas, resistir y repeler los 
druos golpes de la opresion colonial, @s un pueblo que 
cicertamente poseé grand@escusjidades que aun no sé han 
Cultivado y d@sarrollade por falta de oportunidad y buenos 
Guias. Cuando Bonifacio y Aguinaldo, inspiradnose en las 
enscianzas y ajemplos de acendrado y aesinteresado patrio- 
tismo de Rizal, Del Pilar y de otros grandés patiotas, 
quisieron acabar por medio de las mramas con nuestra escla~ 
vitud y busear remédio a los males sociales de entonees, 
hallaron um pueblo, que, aunque pobre y desarmado, supo 
morit en defensa de su nomro, de su deéeho y de su terri- 


torio., Como no ha derespondsr osee mismo pueblo al la- 
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mpients del Gehor en 61 terreno economieo ei hey liders 

10, cnorifieardo convenioneins personeles ¥y d¢jando o um 

indo intellicorecias com leo intersens aque son 14 rearere de 
‘ro proctect, se éceiden a mucar n ene ovevio cor el 


tortusre Garinec aw? eon“’ce 9 in eoraristea asl eoxercio 


do ia inéusttian on e. pais ¥ 24 Aesqrroli®d dé wueat wrie 


Parn ti, in mhiemsa posividad o indiferensian do la clase 
L omnia @2 is sae eta ia inisietiva due lua 

4 List ; am ort pertiovier, oorqe Tan gn dior 140, trad, 
fia modor abanéoretiea © morcsd de les elamentss doh inno 
Pinliass Sseonemice 206 ofritae & Peeatrs enbierns vy an 

nO "eLodet, todavie @on tildndse do radiealecs, sin no 
io tendeneins eonenintec, ics pequefos molins gue so 


sigrenm adoatne omea Ja ~rotonnion @9]1 ineistont« aeone cis 


:, haba toe rreactdente, 1] move thet the 93996 
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ventions It is a great privilege and a great honorto be 
asked to address this convention. This invitation, I take 
it, hac been extended to me as the present leader of our 
people, amd it is in this envacity that I wish to bear 
testimony for our posteritythat the work of this conven- 
tion bas been admirably well done, and that you have de- 
served the congratulations as well as the gratitude of 

our peoples 

For the first time inthe history of an Oriental 
people, they are to have a eonstit ution framed by their 
own chosen Representatives mmd approved by them. Our Won- 
derul neighbor, Japan, has a Constitution, to be sure, 
but it is a grant of His Imperial “ajesty. This is not, 
however, the first time in history of the Filipine people 
that we adopt ea Constitution. ve have under the Philip- 
pine Republic adopted aq Constitution for that Republie. 

The work of that constitvtional Assebly is written large 
inthe paces of our history, and 1 assume that you have 
taken into eonsideration t he Constitution they have adopted 
as @1l1 ae other constitutions written in all modern times. 
But the constitution which you are about to pas is your own 
work. It is the expression of the genius of our people, it 
expresses our politienl ideals, andit meets the requirements 
of the ace in which we and our children will live. You have 
showmm im writing this constitution a vision that will save 
our country from very gerious and great adiffieulties, and 
it will help the future governmet of the Commonwealth, an d 
thon the covernment of the Republic, to meet the problems of 
te day. 

‘The first thing I wish to comment pon is the ab- 
solute lack of partisanship in the debates of this con- 
vention. 1% will be impossible to find inthe reeords 
of your debate, even a hint that within this hall two 


Great political 































7 aa3s 
great politieal parties have faced one another which 





only reeently have staged one ofthe greatest political 
































paties over winessed int he hilippines. The complete 
freedom of expression, the tolerance and respect for the 
opinion of others, all testify to the fact that pur 
people not only believe in dsocracy, but practise de- 
mocracye The impertiality, the unfailing coursy and 
Justice with which the Chair has dealt with the members 
of this convention, has justly won for its occupant the 
affection, reppect and admiration of all. When the 
history of the eonvention is written, it will be very 
diffgeult for the historian to detemine whether the 
majority in its sense of justice and fair dealing and 
self-sacrifice, or the minority which has responded so 
generously to that spirit, are more worthy of credit 
for this happy situation which has given such beneficént 
results. | 

The second thing I want to mention, if onoy in a ge 
neral way,ks about some salient features of this consti- 
tution. The worl is facing today great social revolutions. 
Every day we learn of radical changes in government. More and 
more the daily affiars of men are being controlled party, 
or almost totally, tw the State. And it is because the 
productive resources of men have so incksased during the 
last and the present century tat the social and politi- 
Gal institution which he has evolved to control and di- 
rect the distributin of this wealth so prodused, have 
proved to be partly insufficiently. ‘ou have all in 
mind the situation as exists today all over the world. 
and in framkg your constitution, while you have set 
definite barriers against any possible encroachment upon 





those rights of individuals which are considered by 





@ ery free-laving people as more precious tan life it~ 





self, 
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self, you have however civen to the covernment “hich 
yen aro creating, sufficiont vowers go that whenever it 
{je necessary, & may efficiently and vrroverly dire t ovr 


yooinl activitiss so that the pablie welfare may be at 


=a 4 —* 77) Lm , P 4 b | ~ os . -— 3 . ‘ . 
12 time> promoted and defended. Jt ds with this end in 


- 


view, 1 taka, 1t that you have <ivan the WSattonal As Oubly 
nndor the Gommom6olth ac well sn undor ths lar J3 
to provide for the aon' rol snd oporation of oublic vctil- 
itiosk por not only to datexmminge the size of agrtcul-~ 
tural lend wie you are alzveaty ddine in the donsttthue 
tion iteoit, thet may be owned by Corourestions, but slge 


or avricullure] lend owmed ori vntely, to expropricnt ° en 


nece ry in the public mMvercet, leres landed eututens 
There sore many other vcovisions under the eonstitution 


hich you will note that it neegusery to mention whieh 


anova that the intent of the fremeres of ovr Conatituvtion 
io to erexte a roveriwent here that will be :elifeguffi-e 


cient end wiil bave ali the powers veccagary to meot all the 
modern problems com ronting «4 *overnment. hile the lerise 
dative powera is thes ei en ali the wéans to promote and 
tect the well being of our peopve you have also creatad 
an exceutive department whieh in ordinary tives ag all 

as in times of criais will have the power nevessary to 

leal vor sormtry successfully through ali the difficul- 

os that it may eneounter in its peth. i some coune- 

tires where demoeracy Bas eenead to exi %t the immediate 
Cause as been the dak 9. “trou axecutive pPpuow@re 

fhe coufusion ereatied a misguided, iisled porlianents. 

L suncose that you have had ia wind these recent his- 
Srieal events in investint the executive department 

of this government with a grat executive powerse 


There is one great danger in having = strong executive 


CCpartment, md that is the danger of dictatorship. 
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and once again thia convention shows its vision and wie- 






dom when it provided tha t there shall be no ra-elestion 
































of a Ghief Executive. This elause in 
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gx the position 
he donstitution guarantces for the Filivinoe veovle an 
impossibility or at lavgt the improbab ility of over having 
aco a Shlof Mxeautive and will try to pergetunte himself 
npowlre Any Gaao is familiar witn tne history of some of 
tha oontral and ooutaA An@riean Republics and come tothe 
gonslucion that to a larce extent the reveiutions tat have 
¢ian place and been due to the fFaet that their Ghie® Exee- 
gutive: wore permitted to oragent thenselves as enndidretes 
for <o-e@lectione + have had elose contact with the member 
hip of this convention ani one of the greatest sotistfactions 


have reeeived in listening to their iaees and pur- 
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rovuea with veferanes to the werk thet they heve bad is the 


os 


unemimi y found smong all of them of rovidine the eormmonweal 


weslth and later on the Republie with en indeverdent jucie 


Ci ye T vO. rut r -G » oP 
is Conven 
tion | has not ehovnm e@ very geco and since rn 
20k e efteblishment of a strong nd independe Judiagyr 
ad 
Mr.orssicent, with sone itaution such a6 you hseve 
framed here you will bond vver to your ptovle on ingirn- 
Hehe :aieh, if properly used, will grent them freedom, 
i mam & ¢ . . a ad —— ~ wy 6 ews 
SaPPihous ana poropperitye AS 1G 2B you Gi conesrned, 
gunil sman of the sonvention $ 92 Asyve don 1a ning 
“QU. OS inmthin you powex to maka enrs to future of our 
b@OHie oO. the philippines. Untortunctaly, tovcver, 206 
CONSt’ tution in *ttaslf ence by teclif e-nnot -vouchsalie to 
our peonle a good ond efficient government tast vill pro- 
Mote anc protect our bee’ it ecg. It is necessary 
that the neon! t «39 ‘mee shonld be behind in 1} Cons-= 
ttintion tn ite Lettor and anirt nd 039 Gh itt fu so that 


ho Ati bi} "Spey racy mea ate " 1 + mga v7 . @r. ‘ 1 7 mUryps S66 
4 “ 
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It is necessary that such governments as we may establish 
in the future should accomodate their policies to the high 
md noble ideais snd purposes conta ned in t is Chostitution, 
and should all the tine work within the limits prescribed 
by ihe Conetitution tt wach departcsent oir the povernneiite 
fhis is Lue work to be cone not Dy yous; this the work 
to be done by othergse Lut whoever these who wili be called 
upon LO pub imco practice the precepts or this Vonstatution, 
whatever, they may amy de whether they abide by it or defy 
it, as fa as you are concerned, you have done your dutye 
Your nae is secure in the history o: ow’ country, You may, 
thefefore, SO back to your respective homes aud Lace who 
have sent you here with prade and satisfaction teli Gruen 
that aS lav aS your Guties were concerned, you have pere 
formed them to the best of your ability, and threat your 
ability was one equal to the need o: the sour and tiie ree 
quirenent of our national intereste 
‘here is provision in tuis constitution, ure Free 
Sideat, walch I forgot to mention, end which is oi sui licient 
laportance for me to say a few words aboutelt, Jiiere is one 
provision in this constitution wiieh 1 shouid like to mention 
particulariy so that tue country say knows what 16 means, 60 
that the country say know also how Lar you have gone in your 
desire to safevuard the integrity of our nation and tae 
indepeadence of our people. And that is tuat clause in the 
Colistitution which perlite tae goverment vf the o.unone 
Wealth or the government of thehepubitic to coliikenc she sere 
Vices of our citig enry both in time of we and in time of 
peace. This clause, I am sure, does not only express your 


Own individus? 


spirit as to the duty of evary citizen to his 


countiry £ ne oO Spe "tat. T by © Le -ove been vi pOssloie 


for such a gathering es this to have inserted in the 


Constitution with anandmous vote 4 provision of this sort if 


YOU, without thinking freely, have not truthfullness and loyalty 
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represented the feelings anc thought of your own district and 





of your own peoples But the question, Mr. President, the ques- 























tion for the country is to mean exactly what it says in that 
constitution. the question is for every man and woman of this 
land of ours to be ready whenever his services are called 

to Bibe them witiout hesitations While insofar as the inter- 
nal mechanism of our govermnent is concerned we have been 
fortunate in framing our own constitution at a time when 

we have before us the experience of other people and the recent 
events in other countries which have called for a chance of their 
respective governuents. \Jhile we have been fortunate in this 
respect, the time when our country is coming to its independent 
existence is not the most propitious ones There are clouds 
hanging over every country all over the worlds iverybody is 
talking of peace; but everybody is. raparing for ware Be should 
not be worthy soms of our forefathers if because of this unset- 
tied international situation were we to hesitate even a moment 

in assuming the responsibility and in defying the risk of an 
independent national existence. It is the best evidence that 

you are ready to go ahead that our people are cetemined not 

to take one single step backward, The fact that in this conste 
titution you have given the Philippine government or the Philipe 
pine Commonwealth all the powers that it needs in opder to have 
an efficient national defense, no one, no one in seeing us 
making ready for the eventualities of the future, which we all 
hope may ever come, no one seeing us getting ready for the 
eventualities of the future will have the slightest reason to 
think that we are imbuéd with other ideals except that of peaces 
For you have in your constitution solemnly declared that it is 
the national policy of our government and of our people to re= 


nounce war under any and all circumstances, except when war 








m@ans only our duty to defend ourselves against undue or ille- 






gal aggression. 
Once more, Mre President, I want to say that this Convention 
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has done its dutye “e have meny things to learn not only rfrom 
what you have written in the constitution bug from what you have 
done during the life of this convention. The Philippine Commone 
wea. lth may welltake this convention as a worm for its future 
conduct. Here you have two political parties, yet these two 
political parties have acted here, have spoken here in mutual 
harmony and cooperation with bu.t one object in view, the per- 
formance of the duty inposed upon this convention. You 

have organized this convention by eleeting unanimously your 
president and your viceepresidents by giving iuportant positions 
in your committees not only the nenbers of the majority but of 
the minority as well, thus showin: that it is not only possible 
but practicable, and more than practicable, convenient, if not 
necessary, that allthe forces of our country should join toe 
gether in these days when we are facing e@ great chanye in our 
national life and work dike one man for the realisation of the 
national ideals in he performance of the nationel obligations 

I shovic like to mention on this occasion names of members of 
this Constitutional Conventicn whese work hes made them speciale 
ly worthy of appreciation on the part of ovr peoplee But I shall 
refrain from deine so for fear that onee I started myseif calling 
namee I shall find myse}f calling vntil the end of the List 
hemes of the members of thie constitutional Acsembly. (Applause) 
But may I not be permitted, gentlemen of the Convention, to at 
least pay my respect end say a few words of commendation of the 
able manner in which the distinguished President of this Con- 
vention has led this body into the final suecess which will 


crown your deliberation. (Appalause). It has been a great 


honog the one you have conferred upon the Honorable Claro Me Recto, | 


when you have elected him as the President of this c onventione 
You have siven him a wonderfull oportunity to make or unuake 
himself. He was preceded by a great reputation as a scholar, as 
&@man af letters, as a jurist, as a statesman, but sometines 


M¢n with these reputation, however wéll deserved, when faced 
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SKe RUMUROse Sire Presidente, pido que se levante ia sesidn 
hasta usiana a ias «800 de la tarde@e 
EL PRUSIUENIEe Si no hay vbjecién, se levanta la sesién 


hasta mafana a las 4:00 de ia tarde@e 


nvan las St63 pe Me 





